Teeth for life: oral disease prevention in research and practice.
All branches of dentistry have benefited in recent years from the rapid advances made in scientific research. Caries has been reduced in industrialized countries thanks to the combined efforts of epidemiologists, chemists, experimental and clinical scientists, identifying fluoride and refining fissure sealants. Genetic engineering may be pointing the way towards a possible caries vaccine as well as enhancing regimens against periodontal diseases. In addition research has provided advances in preventing and treating soft-tissue pathologies. Over the next 20 years a research and action programme aims to eliminate toothlessness in the USA.